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ProFun Academy Announces Strategic Training Partnership with Ellis & Associates and 
Safety Skills Training DMCC 

Bringing World-Class Safety and Attraction Operations Training to the Kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia and Beyond 

Riyadh, Saudi Arabia — 23rd June 2025 

The ProFun Academy, headquartered in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, is proud to announce a 
strategic partnership with Safety Skills Training DMCC (SST), the international training 
division of Ellis & Associates (E&A) — the world's most respected name in aquatic safety, 
lifeguard training and attractions operations. 

This partnership marks a significant milestone for the leisure and attractions industry 
across the region, empowering the ProFun Academy to deliver E&A’s globally recognized 
suite of professional training and certification programs to operators, venues and 
individuals throughout the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and beyond. 

About the Partnership 

Ellis & Associates has long set the benchmark for aquatic safety standards worldwide. 
Safety Skills Training DMCC serves as E&A’s dedicated international arm: managing global 
partnerships and training delivery outside of the United States. Through this collaboration, 
the ProFun Academy becomes an authorized delivery partner for the full Ellis portfolio of 
programs and services; bringing internationally accredited programs to the doorstep of the 
region's rapidly growing leisure, waterpark and attractions sector. 

Ryan Phillips, General Manager, the ProFun Academy, said: 
 “At the heart of this partnership is a shared belief that well-trained professionals save lives 
and create exceptional guest experiences. We are proud to work alongside the Ellis family 
of companies to ensure that the highest standards of training are accessible to operators 
and professionals across the region.” 
 
Scott Deisley, Managing Director, Safety Skills Training DMCC, said: 
"This partnership represents an important step in supporting the rapid evolution of Saudi 
Arabia's attractions and entertainment industry. By combining the ProFun Academy's local 
expertise and industry reach with the globally recognized training standards of Ellis & 
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Associates, we are helping operators build a culture of safety, professionalism and 
operational excellence. We are excited to contribute to the Kingdom's Vision 2030 
ambitions by developing the next generation of aquatic safety and attractions 
professionals." 

Programs Available Through the ProFun Academy 

Through this partnership, the ProFun Academy will deliver the full Ellis suite of 
internationally accredited programs across four core areas, offered through traditional, 
blended, and online learning pathways to meet the needs of today's leisure and attractions 
professionals. 

Safety & Health Certifications: A comprehensive range of life-saving programs covering 
CPR, AED, Basic Life Support (BLS), and First Aid, available in both blended and traditional 
delivery formats to suit different learning environments and operational needs. 

Aquatic Safety & Lifeguarding: Including the renowned International Lifeguard Training 
Program (ILTP), widely regarded as the global gold standard in lifeguard certification. 

Aquatic & Attractions Operations: Specialist programs designed for leisure and 
attractions professionals, including Waterslide Dispatch Operator Training, Attraction 
Operator Certification, and aquatic leadership development through the vanGUARD 
Aquatic Leadership Program. 

Workplace Safety & Compliance: Practical programs addressing critical workplace safety 
topics including bloodborne and airborne pathogen prevention, supplemental oxygen 
support, and active shooter response. 

About the ProFun Academy 

Headquartered in Riyadh, the ProFun Academy is the region's leading specialist training 
institution for the amusement, attraction, cultural and entertainment industries. Guided by 
a simple but powerful belief to — train the people behind the world's greatest experiences 
— the Academy is built by operators, for operators. Backed by over four decades of ProFun 
expertise spanning 500+ clients across 50+ countries, and supported by an expanding 
network of world-class learning partners, the Academy delivers tailored, internationally 
accredited programs that set the standard for professional development across the Middle 
East and beyond. 

For more information, visit www.profunacademy.com or contact 
trainingacademy@profun.com. 
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About Ellis & Associates and Safety Skills Training DMCC 

About SST:  
Safety Skills Training (SST) is a global leader in aquatic risk management, partnering with 
top waterparks, resorts, schools and recreational facilities to deliver high-impact safety 
solutions. Backed by decades of operational expertise and powered by evidence-based 
practices, SST provides consulting, audits, and capacity-building programs that raise 
industry standards. As the exclusive international partner of Ellis & Associates, outside the 
USA, SST brings internationally recognized lifeguard and aquatic training to clients in over 
42 countries. Our mission is to help clients reduce risk, elevate performance and create 
safer guest experiences. Reach out to info@sstworldwide.com or visit 
www.sstworldwide.com for more information. 
  
About Ellis & Associates 
Founded in 1983, Ellis & Associates, also known as E&A, is an international aquatic safety 
and risk management consulting firm dedicated to the prevention and elimination of loss 
due to drowning.  E&A provides lifeguard instructor training, aquatic risk management 
services, accident investigation, litigation support, emergency care training, learn to swim, 
aquatic facility inspection and continuing education programs in addition to water park 
design and expansion consulting. For more information visit www.jellis.com.  
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